Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



o 



fr^ .^ Cf ^ . XQ 



SWABTHMOBE OOLLEQE 

\\m BISTOEICU L18&A&7. 

Ho.JTcf.^. 

CLASS. 



7550 




BOOK. 



VOL. 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




THE GIFT OF 

FRIENDS HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

OF SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 



SWARTHMORE. PENNSYLVANIA 



^ 







I 



V 

/ 



' ^ BIOOaAPHICAX. 



AND OTHER EXTRACTS 



TBOM 



The Manuscript Writings 



OF 



IB^I3!I^^7 !IIt2<D!ld 



^^ Gather up the fragmenU that retnamj thai 

nothing be lott.^^ 



VBIirrXD AHD FVBUtBBD BT W« ALKZAirDER AMD lOW, 

BOLD ALSO BT HARTBT AHD DARTOW, W. ^RILLIFt, AND 

W. DARTOW, LOjTDOJr; 

AND antuTorBXB BinmiAVy DrB^iir* 

1822* 

: 



>s' "^ H b . I bS* . I 



HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 

GIFT OF 

FRIENDS HISrORICAL LIBRARY 

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

FEB 71935 



9^1H1BII^A(6]£ 



TO THE ENOUBB EDISIOKi 



By a note attached to the ofiginal impression of these 
Extracts, it a{>pears that the arrangement ot the Amerl* , 
caU Edition, Is taken from the Authored manuscript ; 
which IS generally without dates, and is omsidered to 
have been written in the latter part of his life. From the 
same source, we also derive information, that the Au« 
'thor's notes or m'emonmdumi^, did not appear to be ar« 
ranged according to the orde'V of time, or of the events 
to which they relate. 

With respect to many of his renltfl^ AMb 'vi^ant of 
method, appears to the editor of the present Edition, 
to be immaterial; but with those of a narrative kind^ 
which, from their dotes or other circumstances, an evi* 
dently out of place, the liberty of transposition has been 

deemed not only allowable but essentiaL 

a2 



lY PREFACE* 

Am intimafgid in the ^^ Introdnctioii," issued by the 
Meetjng for Sufferings in Viigini% the reader most not 
expect the prodnction of Uterarj attainments. He maj 
however find enough to satisfy the piously disposed mind^ 
that true religious experience may be very desirably 
made known^ in broken fragments, without the flowing 
garb of emditiim, or the polidi of refined education. In 
some InstanoeS) the Editor of this edition, has ventured 
to correct sUght grammatical inaccuracies, considering it 
no more than is due, to one, who was not possessed oC 
the means of attaining to correct expression: atihesame 
time, he has not idtered the phraseology which he found 
in the American Edition ; except in a passage or two^ 
which on the first reading, were dther ambiguous or lia^ 
ble to misoonstraction* 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Our worthy friendyBjRNJBT NixoNjleft^at 

his deathy a collection of memorandums^ relating to 

some transactions of his lifCy zmth sentiments and 

rejiections on religious subjects. From these memo* 

randa the follomng extracts have been taken; and 

although to select and prepare them for publican 

tiony has been a worhy attended with some pains 

and difficulty y it has also been attended with the be^ 

lief that they may contribute to the saHsfacHon and 

improvement of religious minds. With this sole 

view^ they are now offered to the public. In doing 

-whichy it may be proper to observcy that the author 

possessed but a slender education/ and as his mav^ 

NBR of expression is generally preservedy the lam 

guage is frequently incorrectyos.respects gramma^ 

tical propriety. The transitions from one ndyect 
a3 
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io another, arcy in mani/ insiances, sudden: but 
ihisy from the nature of the compilation^ appeared 
to be unavgidaHBp Som^Hn^^ hofweoer, connecting 
or explanatory sentences, have been introduced, by 
the compiler, and, sometimes, summary accounts j 
^pf(rtieui9$K passages oftiu^ Author^s life. 

WUk respect ta the life mtd character of this 
JHend, H may not be improper to it^rm the read* 
er, that he vms bom about the 1st month, 175S. 
ifis parents were PmjtrKAB and Mary NixoNy 
efjPerfuemms Caussty, North Carolina / whQ^ in 
Ma m anagem ent of their cMUdren, were carefiiLta 
rmtrmsi tk^nfevm 



' Me was sober, and religiously inclined^ in ^arly 
i^ and as he advanced in age^ he grew in reli* 
gtern esspsHmse^ asidf^eeived a gift in the minis* 
try; in He energise af which, he tnanifested much 
skseesity asid teal. He was ej^mpiary in the atw 
f mi a n ce sfvdigiam meetings ;and in his manner 



qfKtin^y he, tMi sa 0t8tettri0W^ as wholfy'ta A* 
cNne ike use ofJte$h^ &S on arikle ofjbod. AM 
notmthsttmding we bdievej thai thi$ p^rHcular $tn^ 
gularky is not generally incumhtnt on Qiristitms^ 
yety as UI8 pra^ke wasfiundei on consektUionf 
scrupley and accompanied wiih etidences ofsimet^ 
, ity^ we doubt noty aceort^g to the judgment of the 
Apostle^ Rom. xlv. that his siiieentj^ vms aeeeptoi 
in the Dvsine sight. And as Us conduct^ in this re* 
specty was influenced by a Juli perwaasion in his 
own mindy so he mani/ksted a desire^ thM others 
might waik hy the same ApoetoHc rate.* 

And although the following pages, mqjf show that 
the writer was deficient in literature^ and the com^ 
mand of elegant language; yet they will show 
what is of infinitely more importance, a life exhi* 
biting self denial, zeal, and persevering integrity 



* ^^Let evp^y man bejutt^ persuaded in his own mind.^'* 
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to ih^.end. Th€ support with which he was ed^ 
4cnifyjitoouredj through some dispematiomypeeu'^ 
lidrly trjfingy may be coasidered as an evidence^ 
not^mly of the sincerity of his hearty butffthefa^ 
therly regard^ and watchfid proiMence of bim^ 
vdknn he had endeavoured to serve. To conclude^ 
he was scmpuhus^ zeahusy and almost incessant'* 
ly engaged in active services^ He psdured affiiC' 
tions with fortitude^ and when verging towards 
the close ofii/e^ he was enabled to look forward^ 
ynth humble confidence^ and animating hope^ to 
thai state of beings to which he zoas approacMng. 

Meeting for Sufferings, Virginia^ 
5th Month, 1814. 



BEOQRAPHICAL AMD OtfHBR EKTRACTfiT, 



Befobe I v/BH twenty-one years of age, in 
qualifying as an executor to my father's will, ajf^ 
ter taking the affirmation which friends conunon* 
ly use, as the Inw directs, I felt my inward peace 
80 much destroyed, that my mind was brought 
into serious thoughtfulness on the subject; be* 
Heving that a Christian spirit, would not require 
such a ceremonious form of words, to bind us to 
our ^ yea '* and " nay:" " for whatsoerer is 
more than these, cometh of evil. " And if those 
words comprehend no more than yea or nay, why 
should they be used i 

1 have often been pained to see some, taking 
the affirmation in a light, aiiy manner, saying ; 
^^I do solemnly, sincerely declare," without the 
appearance of solemnity of mind in themselvei^ 
<nr in those about them. The more I felt after 
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this suDJect, the more I thought it would not be 
right for me to take it again. And, though I 
have been presented for refusing, yet I never was 
fined ; neither have I ever taken the affirmation, 
since the first uneasiness about it. 



I was, many times, under a necessity of setting 
forth, to my elder friends, the injustice of hold* 
ing slaves ; and of pointing out, to them, the 
iniquity of the practice. Sometimes travelling 
friends came among us, and were moved to stir 
up friends' minds, to a deeper consideration of 
the subject. Thus jETe, with whom is no reject 
of persons, worked .both immediailely and in* 
strumentaHy ; until the concern became ip geiie^ 
ral, that the Yearly Meeting of GaroliMa, passed 
a rule, that no friend should sell a sla^e, except 
on some extraordinary occasion; such as keeping 
a husband and wife from being parted, which 
was to be judged of by the moolhly meeting. 
And, in a little time, friends were advised te set 
their slaves free, by s^^ng emfmcipatioiis for 
iiiat purpose. 






Tbifi W9S in the time of the reyolittioiiary war« 
Tbe ipagistraytes aad people were highly enraged; 
aod had nwibers of the emancipated blach peo^ 
pie, taken up and put in jails, to b^ sold at the 
County Courts. Friends employed lawyers to 
]dead their camse, which they did yery notably, 
showiiig tfaiit there was ikm^ no law in f<^pe to 
prohibit the emancipation of slaves, or to justify 
the practice of interrupting those who had been 
so emancipated. But the magistrates/ nQtwith? 
sWdiag, arbitrarily ordered a ^considerable 
number of them to be sold at public sale, both in 
JRerquetnon^ Country and i? Pasquotank. 

The case was removf^d to the Superior Court, 
which gave judgment, that the proceedings of the 
County Courts, were null and void. The Assem-> 
bly pfUBsed some kind of a law, to continue in 
bondage,. those that had been sold; and to take 
up and sell, apy that were free by emancipation. 
Yea, the heiarts of some haye been so cruel, 
that they haye, at all times pf the night, gone in 
pursuit of the free black people — ^breaking open 
houses. Some that have fled, haye been shot^ 
and others taken with violent dogs, w||en tbe 
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poor creatures had not been charged with the 
breaashof any law; and only because they had 
their just right to freedom granted, by their for- 
mer owners. 

For such cruel doings as these, how can the in* 
haMtants, unless they repent, and amend their 
wajrs, expect any thing better to follow, than 
some heavy judgment, as a scourge on the land, 
when the Lord arises, to judge the cause of the 
poor and needy ! My mind has often been much 
exercised, on account of that oppression, and, in 
a particular manner, for the magistrates who 
were concerned in it. 



In speaking of the trials, which he, in common 
with his friends, encountered during the revolu- 
tionary war, he says : ^ My heavenly Guide 
showed me, that I ought not to be driven into 
any activity, by a spirit of fear, when otherwise 
I should not have thought the requisition right ; 
although there might be an appearance of great 
sufferings * believing that there was a higher 
Power, than was in the spirits of threatening men: 
and that it was my duty, and greatest interest to 
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obey tliat High Power, who giveth the spirit of 
loye^ and of power, and also giveth sound judg- 
ment, to discern what is right in his sight. 

Oh! how wonderfully I have known this hea- 
venly Power, to bear me up, above being brow* 
beaten, and put out of countenance, by the pioud 
looks and. haughty stations of men, I have seen 
great sujSerings, loss of time and property too^ by 
ahvish fears. But if I am on the Lord's side^ 
why should Ifear men! so as to hide my proper* 
ty or myself from them ? Let me show, that the 
love I have for all men j overcomes feUr. 



Ik the year 1778, he married Sarah Hunmatiy 
daughter of Robert and Sarah Jffunmcuty of 
Prince Oeorge Counitfy Virginia/ and, not long 
after, leaving his former residence, he settled 
within the limits of Burleigh Meeting, among 
the relations of his wife. In these important trail* 
sactions, it appears that he was influenced by an 
earnest dipsire, to act imder divine consent, and 
that he apprehended he was favoured with it. 



^•« 
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That his proceedings in relation to marriage, 
•were not conducted with iht levit j^ which is too 
often indulged on such occasions^ appears from 
the following relation, which he gave: ** When 
we sat together, to converse on the stthjei^t^ 6ur 
minds were over-shadowed vnih divine IdVe ; out 
hearts were Softened; and our spirits coitrited to 
the diriae wilL We were sensibte thai ike own* 
ings of truth, wete with us in our uiid«rtilkilig. '' 

' On the subjet&t of his removal, h^satdt ^ I b6* 
Ueved that if I moVed, without diviiie appl6b6^ 
tion, and settled myself, where it whs not my bust*- 
ness to work, I then should wither and die as to 
religion ; and so live and die miserable* This 
brought me under deep concern, day and night, 
in humble prostration of soiil, imploring Divine 
counsel. — ^At leagth^ He that seeth in secr^ &• 
Youred me with a belief that it was His will I 
should move ; which settled in peaces Bat I felt 
so nearly uhited to fritods, Und Closely attadied 
to the me^tingd, wbere I bad oAoil been re&esk^ 
ed with the ovetshadowingl of that love^ whidi 
{dements themeaibers into one liriiig body^ that 
it w«s a dose trial to be outwardly ««t off, byf^ 
ceiving friends* certificate, which was readily 
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granted to me, and to be joined to aaotbet body 
of frieads, and becoitie a member of other meet* 
ings, in which I had not felt this growth of 
harmonizing unity iil truth's cause; 

• I have often been much concerned to hee some 
friends, so lightly change their habitations ; wha 
yet profess to be led and guided by the Spirit of 
truth ; but do not appear engaged to seek its di* 
fections: concluding that their own trisdom is 
Sttficient to guide them, in such important con* 
c^ms. Can such as these feel that they are con* 
verted from the goye^mment of the spirit of this 
world, to the obedience of Christ, and say by 
their example, that they are purchased by Him, 
and now are not their own ? — I firmly believe, 
that those who are truly redeemed out of spirit- 
ual E!^ypt, into the kingdom of Christ, as they 
continue faithful, move, only as they are direct- 
ed by iDivine wisdom, in such matters of impor- 
tance. 

Their own wisdom must be kept down, and 
**lhe wisdom which is from abovi>" be depended 
on^ and waited fbr. And then they ate led and 



■'*-*— ^■*'^-"^> '- •■—>'- ...^au^ - - -- 



I 
16 HEMOIBS &€. OF 



guided by an Almighty and Unerring Hand^ io 
admnce the testimony and cause of righteous* 
ness ; and are not forsaken, I can truly say^ and 
lef)^ as sheep without a shepherd, to stray in wild 
nature, oyer the world. Thanks be to the God 
of Love! who first loyed me, and brought me in* 
to his love, and enabled me truly to say, that I 
have often sought his favour, and to know his 
will, saying in secret resignation ; '' Shall I do 
this, or shall I forbear?" Then I have found 
acceptance with Him, and He has been pleased 
to gather unto the streams of that universal love, 
which maketh glad his whole heritage. 



I believe it is the Divine Will, in this our day, 
that those should be convinced of their error^ 
who think that it is only in matters of great con- 
sequence, that Divine revelation is to be experi- 
enced, to guide the attentive mind. Let such 
as these consider, how they are resisting and de- 
nying the Holy One, who hath been dafly stri- 
ving with them, by his Spirit in their hearts, in 
/tY^fe. things: showing what is good, gently mo- 
ving the mind to be faithful to his will, in Kitle 
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tilings first, before great things are revealed* 
And when evils, apparently small, have been pre- 
sented to our minds, how hath the witness of 
truth been raised against them, in our hearts! 
Doth not this evidently prove, that '' Grod is a 
spirit ; " and beholds and encourages the lea^t 
good desires, in all men, every where ; offering to 
lead and govern them all, in all things. 

The Scriptures of truth abundantly unite with 
the movings of the Divine principle, or Spirit in 
our hearts. It was this Spirit, that opposed the 
.evil workings in Cain's mind. This, encouraged 
Enoch in " walking with God. " Thisy strove 
with the old world, who would not adhere to it, 
when Noah, yielding faithfulness to its leadings, 
was directed and assisted in his work, by the 
Great Creator's power ; which saved him, and all 
that were with him, in the works wrought by 
faith. 

As Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, yeilded obedi- 
ence to it, their minds were drawn more and more 
into love for its glorious beauty ; until it out bal- 
anced /every transitory eivjoymentj • and oyer- 

B 
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potrered all opposition to the Divine will. Then 
they were moTed, and guided about, as the winds 
and olouds, in obedience to the Great Creator. 

Joseph was a lover of righteousness, and a 
hater of evil ; and the Lord often appeared to him 
in prophetic dreams, mystically pointing out to 
him things yet to Come. These favors tend to 
strengthen hope and confidence in Him, who is 
the never failing helper of the righteous. . These 
things I pen from living experience. 

Joseph's love to the Author of his life, out bal- 
anced the pleasures ^ sin, which areimomentary, 
ending with a sting, and with the terrors of judg- 
ment. ^ How can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God I" was his language. This gained 
Omnipotent regard, which preserved him from 
idl the malicious designs of those, that intended 
evil i^;ain8t him ; and exalted him above all his 
enemies : so that confession was made in Pha- 
raoh's Court, that the Spirit of the living Ood, 
did dwell in Joseph. 



present genenrtioDi to cmmAtr hem 
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far the J are superior, in religious principles, tp 
those ancient heathen nations. They believe^ 
in a Superior Being, who revealed Hia wiU ai^^ 
mind to ,some few. But they appeared to have . 
no prospect of coming to any acquaintance with 
Him themselves. Is not this the present state of 
many, who do not profess to believe it to be at« 
tainable^ in this our dajF, to ^' acquaint thems^lv^ 
with God, and be at peace," according to scrip- 
ture exhortation; saying : Divine revelation is not 
needful now, and not to be expected. 

And many, who acl^nowledge that thore is ap 
inward monitor, to direct man from evil, deny its 
efficacy to overcome sin, and lead out of all evil. 
Is not this, to ax^cuse the Creator of being a hard 
master; as Satan and his subjects ever have done ? 
to call men to come out of sin, and not to aid 
them with his Spirit to do jt ; and tp wound the 
conscience with a ^rfnl dread of e^tc^al punish- 
ment, for living in sin, without giving thfem powfsr 
to avoid it. Or they deny its efficacy, fro^n believ- 
ing that no such judgment wiU follow ibeur fxwh 
gresftion. This has been t^^e rea^pning of $i^, to 
Adam and Eve, and to every ^9^(^P^ivfggefi^i^- 
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'tion of men : flattering them with a false hope, of 
enjoying great satisfaction, by going into things, 
which they had believed were wrong : persua- 
.ding them that no such great judgments would 
follow, as they had believed from the word of 
Truth. But how often do men feel the judgments 
'for sin, of which they had been warned, to fall on 
them, greater than they had expected ! being 
inwardly tormented with guilt, and " a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment. *' 

As the compass needle, when it has not lost the 
•lively touches of the load-stone, will point to the 
north, and the other part, to the south, so is the 
state of man. As long as he retains the lively 
touches: of the love of God, in his heart, he can 
secretly discern the pointings of the Divine Will, 
and perceive the will of the flesh, contrary to it. 
But man, by long continuing in sin, may lose 
that love to Truth he once had; become a hater 
of it, and of the light in him ; because it so often 
reproves him for evil. Then this Spirit may be 
withdrawn from striving any longer with him, as 
it was from the old world. Or he may seek for 
favor, and counsel, when in great distress, and 
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not obtain it ; and the things which belong to his 
peace may be hid from his eyes : because he has ' 
endeavoured to stifle the witness of truth* in his 
heart : doing despite to the Spirit of grace; tramp- * 
ling under foot the offers of salvation ; counting 
the blood of the covenant, an unholy thing. 

My heart is moved, while I write, with desires, • 
that men may be redeemed from the power of 
Satan, and his kingdom of darkness; and be 
brought into the. power of God, and his marvel- 
lous light. . 

The Lord has formed man, with a desire to tak^ 
up his abode with him, and tabernacle in him ; 
that His kingdom may come to be known in man ; 
and his will to be done, as it is in Heaven. • And 
what an evident demonstration of this desire, 1$ 
man often favored with, by the still, small vpiq^ 
of Heavenly Love, following him, from time to 
time; — showing what is good;-T-knocking,as at 
the door of his heart, for him to receive this love^ 
and not to keep- it out, by cleaving to the vaiijt 
pleasi]^:es of sin ! * : 
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L^t ^ ^ isubmit otitselves to these visitations, 
Hi JiMX>b of old did, trhen he found the Lord 
inras with him, in the night season, opening hea- 
venly visionis in his mind. He then said : ^^ Surely 
the Lo^d is in this place, and I knew it not ! How 
dreadfol is this place ! this is none othet but the 
house of God, and this the gate of Heaven ! '' 
Aid Jiu^ rowed a vow, saying : " If Grod will 
bfe with me, and will keep me in this way that I 
go, land give me bread to eat, and raiment to put 
o^— -thelQL shall the Lord be my <Sod. " We also 
find that the Divine presence, did go with ^ poor 
worm Jacob, " and ke^p him in the way he should 
go. 

^t *pk^ of thfe just, Bhineth brighter and 
brighter as Ith^y dilig^nllly walk in the light. And 
by ev&ty act of obedience, men grow stronger to 
elicouiitfeT triald. Seeitig negligence in perform-^ 
iiig our duty, leaves us mote in Satan's power, 
hbW ne<sdM it is, to be steadily pressing after the 
f adi^Y'sldve, Which is the spiritual light and life ' 
Dfibenl fibw Wedftd to be watching unto pray- 
er! to feel the mind secretly bit&thisg after iti 
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These, if they continue in the Tight hungy^ri wUf 
befsd^ 

The Most High, by his Holy Spirit, reveak 
his will to all men, requiring obedienoe to it. 
And there can be no hiding from his view ; for 
he searcheth out all the hidden works of men^ 
which are done in dsurkness; and he never 
approves sin, in any one ; because he calls far 
only what lie has xev^aled as the duty of man, 
and giym him abiljty to perform. 

Cm any confute this truth : The Author of oupr 
being has placed in us,Ma^ which reveals good 
and evil ! or can any one say that we cannot 
answer the end of our ^creation, by com^^lying 
with what the Creator requires of us ! We kno;^ 
.that Creatiag Fo >¥er faa^ placed in us, ^ ^oine^ 
thing, which shows Ijie^ethiag^. jL^et it becf^l^ 
what it may, we know that it must be somef(bi^g 
good ; because it never moves the mind to any 
ithing, but that whloh os^od.— J^if^twiithstantfing 
all this, when juen ,ase not disppsed ito y^yi^ 
^dsedienee to known duties, ithey ^uAwp^w <tp 
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invalidate tbe calls of this something, by dispu- 
ting its authority and power. 



In tl(e year 1788, and before he had appeared 
in the ministry, he felt a concern to visit a pre- 
parative meeting, held at Thomas Sadler^ s in 
Brunszoick Countj/. And, although he at first 
put it off, and had many reasonings against it, he 
was, at length, induced to give up to the little 
lively manifestation of duty. He accordingly 
attended the meeting, accompanied by Joseph 
Butler. Of this visit he gave the following 
account: " Truth opened our way for labour, in 
the meeting, far beyond our expectations ; and 
a great change was wrought in my feelings : I 
went from home, weeping, and strewing my tears 
under the burden of the cross ; and I returned, 
crowned with peace, and the Heavenly Father's 
love." 

t 

He performed, as companion to our friend 
James Laddy a religious visit to friends of the 
lower parts of North Carolina. In an account 
which he left of this visit, he expressed the fol- 
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lowing sentiments : ^f When the Lord's servants 
are kept humble, under the holy anointing, th^y 
believe the time is hastening for all old things to 
be removed : in which the elements will melt 
with* fervent heat, and these earthly tabernacles 
must all pass away : and the righteous, according 
to the promise, look for the coming of new Hea- 
vens, when their spirits will ascend to God who 
gave them. Oh! what manner of people ought 
we to be, in all manner of holy conversation, and 
godliness ! What diligence ought there to be, 
that we may be found without spot and blame- 
less ! What boldness, thto, is felt in the cause 
of Truth ! The fear of displeasing man, is then 
overcome. In feeling these things, I have, many 
times, thought I might truly say, as a servant 
formerly did, that it was good for me that I was 
afflicted ; for before, I went astray ; but after I 
was afflicted, I learned His statutes; so that I 
have been enabled to sing of his mercies, and 
also of his judgments." 



As I knew that one hour, iii the Divine pre- 
sence, was better than a thousand elsewhere, .1 
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often desired to feel this, by my fire-side, before 
I went to bed. And, sometimes, before I expe- 
rienced the blessing, I had to go down into deep 
troubles, and submit to the way of the Lord's 
coming; to bum as an oyen, to do away all the 
high notions, and stubborn works of pride, and 
the light, airy chaffiness of the mind : that I might 
be cleansed and sanctified, for the Holy presence 
to come in, and tabernacle with me. Then it is, 
that the Lord will bless, and will multiply his 
&vors ! Oh how thankful I ought to be, for the 
many favors that have been bestowed upon me. 



The Prophet^ in speaking c^ the blessings 
which were intended for the righteous, also point- 
ed out the means, by which the blessing was to 
be obtained : ^ Every battle of the warrior is with 
confused noise, and garments Tolled in blood ;" 
and then he says : ^But this shall 'be with burn- 
ing, and fuel of fire ; for unto us aChild is lM»n, 
unto us a Son is given, and the government shall 
l>e upon His shoulders, and His name shall be 
called, Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Vtmce of FewDc/' 
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Here tke Chrktiflh's warfare is deierflbed ;— 41ie 
conflicts of those, who come to know the blessing 
of Christ's coming, to take the government on His 
shoulders — to be their Wonderful, Counsellor, 
and to rule in them as a mighty God and everlast- 
ing Father : for ^ Zion shall be redeemed with 
judgment, and her converts with righteousness.** 

But alas! too many turn their backs in<lie day 
of battle, because they will not submit to this in* 
ward burning ; but flee from it, into conversatioB, 
or some other earthly ^oyment; so they nou- 
rish those attachments to this world, which ought 
to have been given up, as fuel to the fire: and 
thus 'tibiey strengthen self will. These do not love 
silent waiting ; but keep themselves intoxicated 
with their sensualities, until their minds become 
so captivated, that they have no power to come 
into Zion's quiet habitation. 



I often fiiR'eanMt oMmngs to be in the Ohrine 
I^nEsenoe ', «nd«(iftcta sou^t after it, in ^the liight 
seii50D,H]id lb 'sctMary places, fin these -exereises 
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of mind, I met with joyful satisfaction, when- 
others were asleep, and no human eye ^beheld, 
me. 

. Sometimes, however, I was greatly beset with 
reasonings against the practice of solemn retire- 
ment, with my family. I endeavoured to avoid 
the cross, by »keeping my exercise to myself, 
secreted from niy family. I earnestly desired 
to find, the feeding place of Chrisfs flock, 
that I might rest from the troubles of this world. 
But my desire was denied, with a language 
similar to this : " Go thy way by the footsteps of 
the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shep- 
herd's tent." So I could not be fed, until I called 
my family from the noise and tumults . of the 
world, to sit with me, in silence; that they might 
feel something, better than their childish vanities. 
Then, when I submitted to the cross, and all 
were silent, we were watered and refreshed toge- 
ther. 

I have fexperienced many trials, respecting the 
attendance of religious meetings, , when I have 
been under much infirmity of body, or other 
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difficulties or obstructions. But He that loved 
me, supported and preserved me through many 
such trials; and I have been made to rejoice 
under the canopy of Divine Love; How good it 
is, to be desirous to bring forth acceptable friiit 
to the Lord ! Those who are thus engaged, can 
sing, as Mary did : " My soul doth magnify the 
Lord ! and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour I " 

Oh ! what need there is^ for all, beforie it is too 
late, to know the good seed which is sown in 
their hearts, to " take root downward, ahd bear 
fruit upwards," while their summer lasteth ; lest 
their harvest be over — their summer ended — and 
they not saved. Then it will be too late to labour ; 
and great will be that man's disappointment — 
great the fall of him, who has been unfruitful ! 

Some may reason, that they never bad much 
revealed to them. This, they riiay expect^ as long 
as they are unfaithful in the little. If a child will 
hot be obedient to learn his letters, ahd many 
cither little things, will he ever acquire much 
knowledge?' • ' 
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I believe there are diversitiea of giiU and ad<- 
iaiAistrations ; but are they not all administered 
by the same Spirit: — ^reyealing to each one, 
what hi§ gifts and callings are, in the Church 
of Christ! And all ought to be actuated by 
the movings of the same wisdom, from above* 

All the Lord's people are taught of Him / and 
great are their peace and reward. They are led 
by his immediate Spirit, and not by the precepts 
and traditions of men. They do not depend on 
the teachings of instruments, nor rest on the 
forms of the righteous. For ^' it is the Spirit 
that quickens," and makes alive : but ^ the lett^ 
kills ! " and destroys that breathing of life, which 
first made the soul alive. — I hope this breathing 
will never forsake me, while I remain in this 
world. I trust in the promises of Christ, that He 
never would leave nor forsake his followers, to 
the end. See Mat. xxviii, SO. I desire to be 
cleansed from all sin, that I may be prqmred to 
join the ^' innumerable compwaj (^ Angris." 
Yet I have no right to depend on any works of 
salvation, but what are wrought tit ne* Ff^, 
unless I know Christ to come into my b^art^ and 
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to overcome sifl ; putting down all eril under his 
feet, — 16 become my Intercessor and Mediator*^ 
to adopt me by free grace, that I may thereby 
become son, and heir of salvation by Him; if I 
read and believe all the great favors, which right* 
eous men hire known ; yet I need not expect to 
be profited by any thing, beyond what I experi* 
ence in myself. 



Soon after the yearly meeting at Jfayfi'okey in 
the year 1789, he performed, in company with 
James Ladd^ a religious visit to friends <^ JRick 
Square, and Jack Swamp meetings. On a re^ 
view of this act of obedience to manifested duty^ 
which was not unattended with difficulties and 
discouragements to him, he made the following 
acknowledgment : ^^ Although it was not for me 
to stay at home to accumulate wealth, to lay up 
for the flesh to be attached to, yet I hvtd peace of 
mind. Heavenly treasure was given me, for 
leaving all, to follow Christ. And I believe that 
my so giving up, never occasioned me to lack 
any of those outward things, which were really 
necessary for the suppidrt of my fiunily." 
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He relates, that he felt drawings in the love of 
the Gospel, to visit the meetings and families of 
friends, belonging to the quarterly meeting of 
which he was a member. And as it lay with 
increasing weight on his mind, he spread the 
concern before the monthly meeting, for friends' 
sympathy, and had the meeting's concurrence 
and encouragement, in the undertaking. 

In the performance of this service, he was re- 
newedly confirmed in his mind, of the necessity 
of .waiting for the clear discoveries of truth; not 
only to direct, in entering into these arduous 
concerns, but in every subsequent movement, 
to the completion of them. And that this will 
not only show the most favorable time, and fur- 
nish with matter for communication, adapted to 
the various states of the visited ; but will also 
point out those persons, who may be the most 
suitable coadjutors in the work: as, by a proper, 
or an improper selection of companions, the im«: 
portant objects in view, may be much promoted 
or obstructed. 
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And he particularly cautioned friends, to be 
careful how they joined with others, in such 
services, without feeling the right call, and 
having the unity of friends, in the engagement. 



The death of Lemuel JoneSy with whom he 
was nearly united in religious fellowship, was a 
loss to society, which this friend, in particular, 
seemed deeply to feel ; as appears by the follow- 
ing testimony, which he left among his papers : 

^^ Many friends have desired to see some 
memorial drawn up concerning dear Lemuel; 
but as there never has been any produced, I am 
willing to leave my testimony, as a memorial 
concerning him. 

^^ He had a cheerful countenance, and was very 
sociable; his conversation was lively and instruc- 
tive, and his manners courteous and engaging ; 
which made his company desirable; and he was 
held in esteem, by different ranks and classes of 
people who knew him. 
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^ He many times expressed to me, his concern 
for his children; desiring they might be preser- 
ved from that ensnaring «yil, of going into the 
Tain, changeable fashions of the ivorld, and 
gaiety of dress ; which many of our unguarded 
youth, by little and little, go into ; and so are 
gradually ensnared : having their minds drawn 
from the love and unity of friends. This throws 
them out into corrupting company, that entices 
them into one evil after another, until they be- 
come reprobates. 

^}tle was also eminently qualified for services 
in the exercise of the discipline." 

When Moses and Elijah had done the work 
allotted them, in their day, others were qualified 
to fill their places. ' So I believe it would be in 
this age of the world, if that which qualifies, were 
thoroughly submitted to. 

I wish for friends, rightly to consider the cause 
of the poor state of many of our meetings, and 
to be engaged to seek after the restoration of the 
ancient beauty of pure life and substance, while 
the day of visitation is still extended. 
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It has often been my lot, to visit the meetings 
and families of friends, in tbe lower parts of oidt 
quarter ; and after the death of Jatmuelj I could 
not bat feel the loss of his spirit^ in going d^wtt 
with me in the baptizing feelings of the state of 
tidngs among friends* Ohl great is the ^ant of 
such elders, in these days ; getting divwn^ in their 
minds, nnder a proper feeling sense of their bur«* 
dens — ^bearing up the life, and advancing the 
testimony of tmth, against all ^rong spirits 
which rise in opposition ta the precioos infln^sce 
of Divine love. 

« 

Oh! how EUders ought io keep under a fbelmg 
s^ise of that love, which gives power over the 
world ; and be willing to travail into deep ju<^ 
meats with tbe people, as unto the very botto^i 
of JordaiB ; that they may bring up stones of 
]iienK>rial out of the deep ; whereby they may bo 
enabled lo teach their children of the Lard's 
wonderful works, when they sit in their houses, 
when they lie down, when they rise up, and 
when they walk by the way. 

I oBflf day felt a cmcem U> vi^t a friend, who 
c2 
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was in the station of an elder : and went alone to 
tbe house, in the evening. After the family had 
gone to bed and left us together, I felt engaged 
to query with him, respecting his conduct, and 
was drawn to point oat his sorrowful state,-*- 
falling from the life, and firom usefulness in the 
society. But he could not bear to be treated 
in so plain a manner, and several times cried 
out, in a passion of resentment. Yet his pas- 
sionate behaviote never drove me from my 
concern, but he found it drew me closer to his 
feet. 

I went to bed, in painful feelings, and remain- 
ed imder the weight o^ exercise, till after 
breakfast next morning. Then I felt the way 
open, to labour in the line of the Gospel, which 
melted all pres«[it into tears and cementing 
love. He expressed his gladness for my visit to 
him, and when I came away, he walked smne 
distance, and appeared loath to part. 

I found a more ready openness, in the next 
family, to which I went. I saw things clearly, 
and vras enabkd to point out ibt man's earthly 
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aninded state ; and to tell him plainly, that if 
he did not get more loose from the love of 
this world, be more spiritually minded, and 
bring forth Heavenly fruits, it did appear to 
me, that his days would be shortened. I also 
felt engaged to address his wife, desiring her 
to use what means she could, to draw him out 
of the cumbers, and to be more devoted to 
attend week-day meetings ; for unless thare 
were a reformation, she might expect to lose 
her husband, and be lefib a widow* It was a 
time of favor. He and his family poured forth 
many tears. I have often found Truth's way of 
leading and working, was marvellous to me. 



I obtained a minute of concurrence to visit 
he Upper quarterly meeting, a^d other 
meetings there-away ; but no suitable com^ 
panion offered to go with me. And in the time 
of attending the quarterly meeting then held 
at Cedar Creekj feeling the weight of ap- 
pointing meetings, and not having any com- 
panion, I got much discouraged; but fri^ends 
encouraged me. After the quarterly meeting, 
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• ( 

I Went to Caroline ; and aftet a tiine ftf sikace, 
1 bad aiki arduous time, of kbour. I tetutned to 
tkdat Greek, vrhere pretty many gathered to the 
meethig ; and it was a favoured season. I felt a 
flow 6f life^ to labour in j^eaching the Gospel, 
neirly as long as I was able to stand. I felt the 
holy anointiiig, to spread over the meeting^ 
Uke ointment, which ran from Aaron's head, 
to the skirts of his garment ; so, I believe, all 
Celt the canopy of Divine love. After meeting, 
I got to Micqjah Crew^s ; where, after resting 
awhile, I had a solid opportunity with the 
family, and some neighbours who were there. 

Next morning,! went to GenitOj accompanied 
by Micajahy his wife, and some other friends. 
And when I came to the place, and saw the 
gathering, I was brought into a baptizing sea-^ 
sibility of the nothingness of myself; and, in 
this trembling weakness, I was pressed with 
«aii awful weight ; so that I thought myself not 
able to stand many minutes in the yard, before 
meeting sat.^ After we were settled in stillness, 
truth opened Uiings in a clear light, to point 
«ttt^ that man, by all his wisdom, knew not 
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XSioAy nor the thisgs of God; therefore, this 
wisdom k altogether insufficient to direct ih 
any religious duty. I had a laborious tiiue ; 
but was glad in finding Truth'^ testimony went 
forth, oyer that self^suffieient,' criticising wisdcHa 
of man. 

• 
On my way home, observing a house which 

had been much shattered with thunder, while 

I was gone, I stopped to enquire whether any 

lives were lost : I was informed, that a number 

of people were in the house, — one was much 

burnt with the lightning, but no one killed. 

These things are very awful; but he whose 

mind is stayed on the Lord, is kept in perfect 

peace. 



Not long after the foregoing visit, he felt 
an engagement of mind, to visit friends of 
Baltimore and Philadelphia^ in the time of the 
yellow fever. "The concern," says he, "lay 
with such weight upon me, that my life was 
Ifiven up to the Divine disposal ; and the fear 
of death was taJ^es away. The call was hastj^ 
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to set oat in a few weeks, to be in time to at- 
tend ibe yearly meeting at Baltimore. Under 
these weighty impressions, I often retired in 
silence.; and, at several times, when I sat down 
in the evening with my family, my mind was 
weightily impressed to declare to them, that I 
felt the call of truth, to us, to be more loosened 
from the ties of nature, and all our transitory 
enjoyments, and to be earnestly engaged to 
seek after heavenly entertainments, — durable 
comforts — ^riches that never would leave us, 
nor fade away." And before the time arrived 
for setting out on this contemplated journey, 
his wife was suddenly removed by death. 

About two weeks after the death of his wife, 
having obtained the concurrence of his friends, 
he ^ took a scde^nn and alBectionate leave of his 
children, relations ahd neighbouring friends," 
and set out for Philadelphia^ having David 
Baily for his companioii. 

He went pretty directly to Baltimore^ and 
attended the several sittings of the yearly meet- 
ing, and after it concluded, feeling an engage* 
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ment to visit the fiunilies of friends in the city^ 
he communicated his prospect to some friends 
of the ministry, and afterwards laid his concern 
before the ministers and elders, of that place, 
for their sympathy and counsel respecting that 
weighty undertaking. Obtaining their unity 
and encouragement ; and being accompanied by 
suitable friends, he visited most of the families 
in the city : — In which he remarks, they "were 
evidently owned." 

Leaving Baltimore^ he proceeded to Philu" 
delphiuy^hete he continued till after the yearly 
meeting' there. In the intermediate time, he re-* 
ceived the small-pox, by inoculation; and having 
an ulcer in one of his eyes, which afterwards 
proved to be a cancer, and a film in the other, 
he submitted to several painful surgical opera- 
tions: and was sometimes reduced very low, 
both in body and in mind. 

He, notwithstanding, spent a considerable 
portion of his time, in visiting the meetings 
and families of friends about the city. In these 
opportunities, it appears, he was considerably 
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engaiged. in ministerial labours, and that his iltr- 
vices were generally well received. 

From the yearly meeting in Philaddpkia^ he 
returned hcnne, taking meetings in his way, in 
time to attend the yearly meeting of Virginia^ 
held at Black Water ^ 

After this journey, while of bodily ability, 
he spent much of his time in attending hifi own, 
and visiting neighbouring meetings. And 
although the before-mentioned ulcer in his 
eye, became a large and painful cancer, which 
reduced him to extreme debility many months 
before his death, yd he continued zealously 
and actively engaged, for the promotion of the 
cause of truth. He was several times engaged 
with committees, under the appointments of the 
yearly and quarterly meetings, and frequently, 
from apprehensions of duty, visited sundry 
meetings within the limits of our own yearly 
Sleeting, and in Carolina. 

la company with othars of a quarterly me^ 
afltg'i auaunittee, he visited sundiy Qieetin^ 
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aad families, within the compass of llie lower 
quarter. In the performance of this service^ 
the states of some whom he had visited, drew 
from him the foUowing remarks: ^^Oh that 
man would learn to keep humble; for what 
hath he to be proud of. The righteousness of 
man, is as filthy rags; and the righteousness 
of God, is not at man's command, but is to 
be humbly waited for. Man is formed and 
upheld by the Creator, and his appearance is 
soon gone, like a shining bubble on the waters. 
I have often humbly desired, that I might be 
kept as submissive to the Creator, as the clouds, 
which he raises and fills with water, when he 
pleases to polir forth showers on the earthy 
and then to pass into nothingness again. 

'^ As we passed from one house to another^ 
in thU dependant state^ waiting for the over« 
shadowii^ of the Father'^ love^-^esiring 4o 
be faithful to its siovings, and believing that It 
^ould be the last time I should have the liiuh 
opportuin^y^ we joAen met with times of gmit 
favonr? being eimbljed to search the oanj^^ iM^ 
with lighted i^Mdles, imd to bring hsddM Hkingf^ 
outofdarkn^s^. 
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^ As Daniel was engaged to thank and praise 
the God of his fathers, who revealeth the deep 
and hidden things :J He knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth with him'; 
so I wish, not only to praise Him in word, 
but that my lifcy and conduct^ may praise him 
to the end of my time." 

In another visit, which he performed, under 
a similar appointment, it appears that he was 
particularly impressed with the necessity and 
beauty, of unity and harmony among friends. 
On this subject, he made the following remarks. 

This state will evermore be blessed with the 
circulation of life, from member to member. 
They are engaged in [mental prayer^ breathing 
for one another, and they partake one with 
another, to the rejoicing of each crther^s hearts. 
But we find a breach of this unity prevents the 
beavenly blessing. For ^^ If thou bring thy gift 
before the altar, and there rememberes^ that thy 
brother hath ought against thee, leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way ; first be 
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reconciled to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift." So, we need not expect our 
offerings to find acceptance, until we do our 
part of the work of maintaining love and unity. 
When we have faithfully done our duty, in the 
Divine sight, then we find acceptance. And, 
^^ If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his &ult, between thee and him 
alone : if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother* But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee ,one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses, every word 
may be established ; but if be neglect to hear 
them, tell it to the Church." See the beautiful 
order established to maintain love and unity, 
and be qualified to say : Lord, forgive me my 
trespasses, as I forgive them, that trespass 
against me« So, we may find, that all hard 
tboughts one against another, ought to be re** 
moved, before we can be rightly^ prepared for 
Divine worship. 

But it appeared to me, that frieiid«.liad been 
much behind-hand, in Uiis needful waA of 
ttUttntaining unity :-f4faat titoy had felt some 
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dislike ta one another's conduct ; and for want 
•of taking timely care, to discharge themselves 
of their uneasiness, they had, from time to 
time, laid up these things in their minds, till 
some bad got many accounts, old and new, 
against some of their friends, which had neyeF 
been settled, or blotted out of* their minds, by 
the forgiving spirit of charity. 

These things produced shyness, and dbstract-* 
td brotherly freedoms, and harmonizing love ; 
so that they could not feel united for the pros-* 
perity of truth, and for watching oyer one 
anotiier fnr good. And some, knowing that 
ihey had given cause of uneasiness to their 
brethren, were witling to find something to 
chaigf tbeif brethren with. Parents had in* 
Hati their prejudices into the minds of tbeir 
ehildren: and wbea Ihey assembled for Divine 
wmAoify the faces, of each other revived the 
^^impressions" they had one afainst another. 
These not being prepared to receive the heavenly 
anoiattBg, their minds were ^levt^ined with 
llie inlinge ef their beethren* C^noptieg food I • 
te any te fised upon the liiutts of etbif s. Tfces^ 
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things stagnate the circulation of life in meet- 
ings, and may be compared to the foxes, \vhich 
spoil the precious vines. 

As I endeavoured to be faithful, in this plain 
way of labour, I felt an increase of the precious 
ointment ; and my heart was filled with Gospel 
doctrines : so that I had to drop one sentence, 
and then to wait to feel strength of body to speak 
another ; and endeavoured to arouse Ihe meeting, 
both by precept and example : that we might 
endeavour to find some place in our friends' 
minds, to pour forth our concern for each other's 
preservation. For surely brotherly freedom 
ought to be used among friends. It is a badge 
of discipleship, and where freedom cannot be 
used, there is a state of bondage. 

The meeting held long, aad it was n solid time 
of renewed visitation. 

Afteir this, my affliction increased, so that I 
many times did not get out to meetings* Dr.-<— • 
liimished me with o^num pills, and advised mc 
to use the«^ that my pain skould not keep mt 
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from sleep* I asked him ivhether it would not 
benumb my sensitiv^e faculties : but he thought 
it lYould not. I found it lessened the sensation 
of pain, so that I could lie still, and feel disposed 
to sleep, which was very comfortable to nature. 
But on strict examination, the pain still remain- 
ed, and the disease was not likely to be removed. 
I found also, that my ideas were not clear. It has 
a tendency too, to lessen all concern or anxiety 
either about things present, or any future state 
of being. — Therefore, I could not feel free to 
make much use of that, which stupifies the talents 
given me, ^ to work out my salvation, through 
tribulation, fear, and trembling. " ij- 

I considered, in my deep afflictions, when I 
could not sleep, that the Cj-eator of man is Ojo^i- 
potent, and that he permits afflictions, for man's 
future happiness ; thai all things may work for 
the good of those that truly' love and fear Him. 
The Lord's prophets passed through many afflic- 
tions and troubles : and Christ, our holy pattern^ 
^was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief" : and felt the agonizing pains of death. He 
submitted to the Father's will in tbew, saying : 
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^ not my will, but thine be done." So, whi^n I 
liave been enabled to follow the example of 
Christ, in submitting . to the cross, I have found 
hard things made easy : — ^my mind quieted in 
sweetness, and borne up above pain, to rejoice 
in tribulations ; and behold the mysteries of Hea- 
ven, revealed to my understanding. This is 
much better than the operation of opium. 

When we have given up all things to the 
Father's will, and by his purifying baptisms are 
made clean, then are we restored into the Crea- 
tor's image of holiness. . Oh I how much better 
fox man to be awakened by afflictions, to experi- 
ence this happy state ; having the eyes sufficiently 
anointed to see things as they are, in the Divine 
sight; and coming to buy^old, tried in the fire, 
so as to be rich in Heaven; and having white 
raiment, knowing that the Lord hath do^Ji^d 
hb nakedness ; than to be in a state of benumbed 
deception of being rich and ftiJl, Whenj in the 
Divine sight, he is poor and miserable, blind and 
naked. Did not Christ declare that many would 
be deceived, and not able to enter the kingdcMn 
of Heayen, where no unholy thing can enter } 
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Those that vnik in tho way of self denial, and 
whose work has been to lay up treasure in Hea^ 
yen, often bringing tl|eir « deeds to the light io 
know whether " they are wrought in Grod, '* 
and if not, that they may be reproved — have not 
much for the fire of judgment to kindle upon. 

These are willing to go down into baptisms 
like one formerly, who desired that he might be 
purged and clean, that he might be washed and 
made whiter than snow. - How can any expect 
to be.prepared for that holy place, without going 
down into deep judgments, and into searching 
£ery baptisms, to refine them as pure gold? The 
Prophets, Christ, and the Apostles, pointed out 
these things; that the old earth and the old hea^ 
yens must pass away, jtnd all things be made 
new* Darkness is to take place oa this world*s 
eiyoyineatB. 

The prophet Joel says : ^ And I will show 
wonders in the heavens and in the earth ; blood, 
and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood.** 
And the Apostte Peter declared, that ^ the day 
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• 

ef the Lord will coide as a thief in the night ^ in 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shaU melt with fervent 
heat: the earth also, and the works that are 
therein, shall be burnt up. Seeing then, that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be, in all holy conversation,, 
and godliness ; looking for, and hasting nnto, 
the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? Never- 
theless, we, according to his promise, look fot 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness^ 



♦> 



I have often thought, that seeing these bodies 
of flesh must shortly be dissolved, and our spirits 
be removed to a new place of abode, what mam 
ner of persons ought we to be indeed : employing 
ourselves in holy, godly conversation! I have 
often desired that I might not hear much of the 
vain, trifling conversations of this world ; that I 
might not be drawn into them : as these things! 
have a tendency to beget into the same likeness. 
I wish for my words to he fewer, and more 

1)2 
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savory, ^ for in the multitude of words (Solomofi 
said) there wanteth not sin. '' 



In the spring of 1806, 1 felt drawings to attend 
the Yearly I^eeting. My mind was brought into 
a sympathizing feeling with the state of society, 
and a deep travail of spirit for the gathering of 
back-sliders : so that, in my affliction of body and 
.exercise of mind, I had but very little appetite 
to take nourishment; and daily had fever: 
making breathing so laborious, that I many 
times thought I could not exist much longer. 

The night before the time to set out to the 
Yearly Meeting, I had hard strugglings till after 
midnight; feeling drawings revived to attend 
the meeting, and many reasonings against it; 
apprehending that I was not able, to go halfway. 
I sat down, and endeavour^ to feel after the 
Divine. will, and, after some openings, I gave up 
to go, in obedience to the Divine call. The 
aevere pain in my eye and head gradually abated; 
—I lay down, and got a little sleep in the latter 
part of the night. 
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In the morning when we were nearly ready to 
set out, Elizabeth Coggeshali came in, and her 
companion, who was then Marjf Morton from 
Philadelphia^ who had been one of nfiy sympathi- 
sing friends, when I was there. [^Elizabeth had 
been to his house before, in company with E. 
Bj/rd^ I had ahnost lost the recollection of her. 
She sat down by me, and asked me if I did not 
remember a visit I had of several women friends, 
in company with Arthur Howely when I was in 
a low state. I told her I had often to remember 
that time. She said that she was then one of the 
company. She named several friends that sent 
their love to me, and some, she said, were true 
sympathizers with me. At the revival of these 
things, we sat and shed tears together. 

« 

We set out together, and although I was in 
much pain, aiid my appetite was so weak, that I 
sometimes found it difficult for me to take as 
much as three mouthfuls of bread and a cup of 
coffee, yet I was enabled to attend all the sittings 
of the yearly meeting, and to relieve my mind 
by spreading my exercise before friends. But 
one or two long sittings I felt most easy to leaver 
a little before they adjourned. 
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I met with painful exercises, but I felt divi^ie 
love to 4>wn my being there : and in the last 
sitting of the meeting, I could joyfully any, that 
^ I sat down under his shadow, and his fruit was 
sweet to my taste/' And I bad to call to my 
beloved friends, and invite them to ccnne mid 
partake with me. I also had solid opportunities 

with several at my quarters, and some were muck 

tendered. 

Elizabeth Coggeshall had much labour, and 
my spirit travailed with her, in the harmonizing 
unity. 

/ 

As I came on my way home, mjjr mind was 
melted, in humble thankfulness for the many fa- 
vours bestowed upon me. 

I know it is a pleasant state to be meek and 
humble. The Lord delights in teaching such of 
his ways, and guides them in judgment. 

After I got home, I felt much exhausted and 
weak, both in body and in mind. I did not think 
1 was able to attend meetings, but that my work 



was ta exercise patience, in waiting ibr my 
oliange. 

Elizabeth and her companion, were about two 
weeks visiting the meetings, which belong to bur 
quarter; and then came to my house, in the 
morning before our meeting at Bnrleigh* I got 
out to meeting with them : and as I sat in the 
forepart of the meeting, I desired to be felt with, 
and, like Peter, to be washed and to be clean 
every whit After a time of silence, Elixabeth 
b^an to speajL of the happy state of being cloth« 
ed with immortality ; and said, that she had been 
brought into near sympathy with her afflicted 
brother, who was then sitting near to her ; and 
who had been a faithful labourer in that meeting. 
But now he had nearly done his day's work, and 
would soon rest frmn his labours, and receive the 
reward of the fiEiithful. She addressed sieveral 
different states then present : and afterwards was 
exercised in supplication ; in which she interce- 
ded for her afflicted friend, with whom, she sai^, 
her soul was nearly united, that the Lord would 
continue to be near him, through the remaiiiing 
part of his afflictions, who was, sometimes, made 



B6. mzuojvis &c. or 

tg beifcankful, and rejoice in them. Shei also 
interceded for his son, and then for the other 
part of the meetinj^. 

This was not only a consolitary time to me, 
but it was a favored meeting to others. Several 
friends said th^ j had not been in such a meeting 
before ; and that her testimony concerning me^ 
was of much more service, by its being delivered 
in a public meeting, than if it had been in~ my 
fanuly . It tended to remove hard thoughts from 
some disorderly ones, with whom I had honestly 
laboured. And £ome that were in a luke* 
warm state, not willing to comply with some 
parts of our discipline, were, at times, judging 
that I was too zealous. It tended to impress the 
labour which had been bestowed ; and to open 
friends' minds, to feel more affectionate love to- 
"wards me ; and to receive close, sound doctrine 
jaflerwards. My spirit was so revived, that my 
appetite returhed ; and I was strengthened to at* 
tend many more meetings, which were &vored 
seasons* 
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' TheJbUomng appears to have been written not 
Umg before his death^ when he reviewed and revi* 
sed the memorandums, which he had preserved/ 
but the precise time is not evident. 



We find it was by Divine revelation, that the 
wise men and the shepherds found Christ, with his 
mother : thej rejoiced, and made obeisance to 
iiim, when the wicked hated him. It was by 
this inward operation, that otiiers rejoiced in the 
coming of Christ ; and good old Simeon, embra- 
ced the Messiah in his arms. 

It was those only, who were willing to receive 
the offers of salvation, that were benefited by 
them. But how can any ever expect to profit 
.by any offer, as long as they reject it? for then, 
it cannot be their possession or epjoyment, bat 
the receivers onlj/ can possess and enjoy. 

As, in former days, those who did receive sal- 
vation by Christ, came under the operation of 
his Holy Spirit, so it must be in every age of 
the world. 
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I now feel, that the time is near at hand for 
me to pass away from works, to the rewards da6 
for the deeds of my life: yet I feel concerned 
for my fellow mortals, in beholding the lamenta* 
ble state of mankind ; as Christ declared, that 
but few were chosen, out of the many who were 
called : '' for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to distruction, and many there 
be, that go in thereat. Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto lifi^ 
and few there be that find it/' 

When I view t)ie present generation, it is 
lamentable that so few are walking in the narrow 
way of self denial, that leads to life. And when 
we consider the accounts we have received of 
mankind, in former ages, from one generation to 
another, it appears that very many, never would 
submit to the strait leadings and judgings of 
Divine wisdom for them : but chose to gratify 
their carnal desires, and not be under the Divine 
control. So they have taken liberties in the 
broad ways df this world, to their own destruc- 
tion. And some, while they are taking liberties 
in follies and dissipations, which they know are 
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wrong, at the same time flatter themselves with 
trusting in the mercies and fevors of the Almigh* 
ty ; — ^that he will pardon all their sins, and not 
suffer them to fall into eternal misery. But they 
are despising his visitations of love ; and while 
he is calling unto them, they will not hear ; while 
he is stretching out his anns of favour, aU the day 
of their visitation, they will not regard it; they' 
refuse to walk in his judgments, neither will they 
have any of his reproofs. 

Man is left free, to choose for himself good or 
evil, and he hath the power of acting therein* 
And then he must partake of the fruits of his 
own labour. If men will be purchased by Sa- 
tan's temptations, and give themsdtves up to be 
the, servants of sin; pleading for continuing in 
sin, saying that there is no probability of over* 
coming the evil powers, is this world ; how can 
these expect to have any ability to release them« 
selves fr<mi those evil powers, under which they 
liave suffered themselves to be bound. 
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My Cousin James JLadd had been in a con* 
sumptiye declining way, for several months, and 
was desirous to see me.; but he (lid not expect 
I was able'^to go, till some friends encouraged 
him to believe I might be able to go, in an easy> 
close carriage. His son James D. Ladd^ came 
for me in the 9th month, 1806. I thought it right 
to wait for Truth's counsel ; lest I might under, 
take what I could not perform. And the answer 
to me, in my silent waiting, was ; " Go with him, 
for it is right for thee, now, to go with him, as it 
was for Peter to go to the house of Cornelius, 
when he was sent for.'' Although I believed that 
my weak body would have to endure much fit^ 
tigue and pain, yet I had to believe that I should 
live to be brought home again. So I gave up 
to go ; hayiag my wife [a setond Wife.'] to nurse 
me^ 

• After we set out, the day proved to be very 
rainy, and the river was rough. The carriage 
was lifted into the boat, with my wife and me 
shut up in it. We had four hands to row the 
boat, and we were an hour in getting across. I 
thought of the danger we appeared to be in, of 
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h^ng turned out of the boat ; but I felt my mind 
stayed, quieted, and easy, in believing I had that 
"word to go, ^hich is above the wind and waters, ' 
and is all powerful to command tliem. We got 
that evening to James Demon LaddCs. I was 
so fatigued, that my bones and joints were in so 
much pain, I could get no rest for several hours. 
The next morning we got to James Lad£s — 
found him in a weak state ; but he was glad to 
see me. I often had to leave him, and lie down 
to rest myself. 

•  . « 

. James desired that we might have a private 
opportunity together : so the, fan^ily withdrew, 
and he commtmicated his tried situation to me. 
I desired him to give up willingly to the bap- 
tisms of death, that he might experience th^ 
resurrection of life: — :I wished him to keep in the 
hope. I thought we might rejoice together in 
i;on3i4pring ^ow we had given up to the hc^aven^ 
ly -call, in the morning of our d^ays : — We ought 
to travel down, into deep judgments, that we 
might be enabled to bear every needful work, to 
fit us for the holy habitation : — We had great 
encouragement to submit to the refinipg dispen^ 
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sations, and tnist in the LordV pf omises^ that 
If hen his people passed through the waters^ the 
floods should not overwhelm them, and when 
they passed through the fire it should not kindle 
upon them : — like one formerly, that said, when 
he passed through the region and shadow of 
death, he would fear no evil. Dofoid declared the 
Lord's judgments were true and righteous altoge- 
ther ; more to be desired than gold, yea than 
much fine gold ; sjireeter also than honey and th($ 
honey comb. He could sing of his judgments, 
and of his mercy ; fqr when he willingly submit- 
ted to his judgments, then his mercy over- 
shadowed him. 

When I have willingly partaken of the bittef 
Mp, then I have known it to be sweetened to me, 
and hard things made easy. So that I hare been 
made to sing of the Lord's judgments, finding 
that they wrought for my good. Christ said to 
his followers ; ^ A little while they should seek 
bim, and could not find him J 



»f 



My mind was bowed in trayail, to pray for 
him. The Lord in His wisdom hath ordered 
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flie day to continue to subceed the night, and 
the winter and summer seasons to succeed each 
other. He causes the sun to be withdrawn, with 
its warmth, from the earth ; then the power of 
coldness takes place, and congeals the earth, and 
waters into a hard, frozen state, like a rock. Bat 
by this means the earth is enriched, and made 
more fertile, after it is softened .again by the 
warmth of the sun. So the Lord's children 
spiritualty experience such dispensations, in the 
work of the new creation. 

How ought we then, patiently to wait in the 
winter season, and quietly hope for the coming 
again of the Son of righteousness ; to soften ouv 
hearts, and make them penetrable ; and capable 
ef yielding greater increase of precious fruits to 
the Divine owner. Ohl let patience have its 
perfect wort:, until the Lord may be pleased to 
say to the north, give np Hiy frosen state ; and, 
come Aou south wind, and blow upon my enclo* 
sed gaiden ; and cause the shut up spring to be 
opened, and the fountain to be unsealed. 

. My spirit trayailed in faith for my friend ; 
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that, if he would do his part, th^ Lord i^oidd 
bring him to experience these things. 

After being with him several days, I proposed 
coming home on the morrow, which was the se* 
venth day of the week. He paused for some time, 
and told me he thought that he could not give me 
up willingly .to come home till second day ; for 
he wished me to have a sitting in his family to* 
morrow, and the next day to attend their meeting. 

* * 

He desired lys sons to be collected. I submit- 
ted to have a sittingin his family, and it was a 
favored time ; the next day they had my wife 
and me taken to their meeting; and, although I 
thought I had taken leave of that meeting before, 
I was engaged to labour nearly as long as my 
weak body could bear. Elizabeth PaUerson^ 
from Carolina^ also attended that meeting ; and 
treated on the subject of the Yineyard.wjiich 
had much dope in it, and yet it. brought forth, 
wild fruit. Oh ! how deplorable must that state 
be ;— to have the divine hedge takm away, and 
that- which is good to be eaten up, the wledl to be 
broken down, audit to be trodden under foot; 



«id ike ckMdrto be ooummnded to rain no mm 
upon it. . 

• Jumet JOem$0m tadd, was to teke us to hi) 
i««ae that •fiemoon : a»d as tile time drew near 
fwour iMtimitiagr, I was brought into sympathi- 
««g &«U^ with J«met/ Mid was impressed 
wtth.tlie coandenAioMi of the LokPs dealings 
with his people, fraa one generation to another. 
Th»t he woiiU have* pee|ile, who were proved 
by trying dispensatioas : and that it had been 
his wiU, that their brethren shouhl feel with them 
and p9yr for thesa, in the tkm of their trials. 
So I was impressed to fcaeel down by the bed 
side, and cry onto Him whose ear is not grown 
heayy, th»t it eanaot bMr, mt Ue band Aorten- 
e4 a^ iicaoiMt save. 

I iQt«roe4ed far my aiUeted fiiertd^iuidfiw 
thMe.that iKere.aboirt him, t9 b»bi»i^ under 
a right concan to fed with him. Wehad 
ed much together in the ommsi of i^nit, 
our patting was tijpitg to OS both. Hehd 
by the hapd a ^oittidenUe ,tirae:j and aai 
was thankfol for the fiiTwrs he had leceJrdl 



K 
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After getfing to DensotCs that evening, my 
hoarseness increased, so that I ^as bronght to 
whispering. The next day we were confined to 
the house, it being an uncommon time of rain. 
I had such piercing pains in mj back, that I 
could scarcely move : motion seemed like taking 
away my breath ; and had it not been that I reli- 
ed on the word of faith, I believe that I should 
have despaired of getting home. But I got a 
little relieved, and Joseph Ltoddtook us the next 
day home. The weak state of my body, and 
Ae exercise of mind which I had to pass through, 
the cold also which I had taken, confined me to 
my bed much of my time for several weeks. 

Jama Ladi lived a Hffle more than two weeks 
after I left him. I was informed that a litOe be* 
fore his death, perceiving some person looking 
mns&iAy on hiiffi,' Yst said ^ all men must come to 
Als" aiMi'tet he should loakt a good aMi, 
wUcb wimld crown alL 

Mai is 4 happj» stute^ to die tte dMfih <€ tke 
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Lord'afavoiur ; fhey test fiBom fitm IfihaaXBf^ and 
'tbeir works follow them. 

Although I knew that I wasnotaMe to g«t 
pat to meetings, yet I felt my mind so mvneh 
drawn to our next monthly meeting, tp be hcU 
at Burteighy that I sometimes had. faith to be- 
lieve, that I should be recruited and strengthened 
to attend it, and when the time came, I was much 
revived. A fnend came in' the moniing to see 
me, and look me in bis carriage to the meeting; 
where I wjas streng&ened to labour much to my 
relief. I was also carried to meeting the nei^ 
day, and was favored to labour, beyond what 
friends or myself could have expected. But 
when I thought to stand up in the meeting as 
usual,; my jpints were so full of pain that I did 
pot feel able to stand, so I kept my seat and 
>|^ke as 1 bad stiei^gth ^ven. 

Afier that, the weather was <rfiten cold and 
wet ; and I if^as so much a^icted :with pains,.that 
I weded hdpto tpm myself in bed^.^ndtto be 
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When tlie monthly meeting in the ISth month 
came, I had not been out to meetings for two 
months ; the affliction of i^jr eye and head, had 
affected my nerres, through my body, drawing 
many ways like the cramp; which occasioned 
great soreness and pain when lying in bed. So that 
I was not able many times to turn myself in bed, 
nor to get up without help. — ^In the evening, af- 
ter friends came, from meeting, I told them I 
thought it was not likely that I should be able 
to go out to meetings any more. But after going 
to bed, my mind was weightily drawn to sit with 
friends once more^ 

In the morning, I informed friends of my ex- 
ercise, and queried whether it would do for me 
to go to meeting, or whether I must appoint a 
time and request friends to come and sit with me, 
in my house. They said that after going to bed, 
they were thinking about my going out ; believ- 
ing that it would be no disadvantage for me to 
go tp meeting. So they carried me ; but the 
jolting of the carriage, seemed almost like taking 
away my breath. Friends took me out of the 
carriage, and I got seated in the meeting : and 



* 
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He tkat promised to be strength in weakness, 
strengthened me, to my admiration, to continue 
my speech, greatly to the relief of my exercised 
mind. The meeting held nearly three hours, 
and I rested much better the night after. 

The painful afflicting state of my body increas- 
ed, which is yery trying to nature. I often desire 
that patience may have its perfect work ; remem- 
bering the Apostle's declaration, that tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope, which maketh not ashamed. 
Rom. y. 3, 4, S^c. 

The first month is nearly run out in the year 
1807, and I om almost helpless, waiting for my 
change. 



Here this worthy friend brought the account 
of his life and exercises to a close, about two 
weeks before his decease. Under the sore afflic- 
tions which were permitted to attends him, he was 
much favored with tranquillity of mind^and re- 
signation to the divine will^ He continued to 
manifert a tender concern for his friends, and 



70 
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ferment attachiMiit totbe caiise oi Tniih; and 
frequeiitljr requested ^^pportunUieB of silence^ 
iritk bis fsmiXy, and firieadft wli» came to aee 
Mm. On these occasioMS, he iKas ojft^n eimUed 
to administer saitable admonition and couitsd, 
and was sevarartimes engaged in yocal supplica* 
tion^ in a very remarkable manner. 



At one tune^ as. be wjas lyiag ^ietly composed, 
he said tov a friend who was near him ; ^' I se^A 
to hear the bannoniaus sound of songs of love. 



w 



Thus supported by an inyisiVle.bandy.andaiii* 
mated by the prospect before him, he approached 
that awful p^iod. And departed thia lifi^ the 
13th day of the ^id months 1807 . 
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By W. Alexander^ 4to. boards 

^^ Congregations who are about to erect Meeting^ 
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well to consult this work. We hope the author's plans 
for Warming and Ventilation wiU be more gene- 
rally adopted" 
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Christian Recorder, Aprily 1821. 
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